Lece ' ice — Golgotha!" 

: lark 15 = 22, "Anfi the:/ bring Him unto the place, Golgotha, which is, being 
interpreted, The place of a skull." 

Scripture: Mark 15:16-59 

piece 
Tonight we cone to the final ji±xkk in our Lenten puzzle, and it is piece that 

is Hiaped like a skull. It is Golgotha, a hill outside of Jerusalem on 

which the finall act in the earthly life of Jesus took place. This was a 

place that was infamous for being the spot of execution for known criminals. 

It ■ ?e that the Romans exacted the final penalty for treason and all 

other forms of insurrection, directed at the itoman Empire. It was here that 

the Jewish authorities and the people demanded that he be taken and put to 

death. 

Jesus had withstood the investigation of the Sanhedrin during the ksxxx night 

and the earl hours. He had stood before Pilate and been examined. 

When it was determined that ' lean He was taken to the palace of 

_jd, since Galileans were to be tried before the King of that region. But 
Herod was unwilling to do anything to Him and he sent Him back to Pilqte. 
So once again He was interrogated before the i rocurator and all the 
while tias some of the Jewish leaders were stirring up the people who shouted 
for His death, finally Pilate in almost despeartion, and unwilling to have 
a riot on his hands, released the prisoner Barrabas, scourged Jesus with a 
and turned Him over to the soldiers for execution. 

at a dad and sorry spectacle Jesus must have made as He was led away to be 
prepared for 'lis execution. Tired from lack of sleep, sx physically ex- 
hausted from the traveld i place to place under the prodding and poking 
of the iioman guards, as well as being physically exhausted from the bear;' 
at the hands of Pilate. Dirty and unkempt from being in confinement under 
•y adverse conditions. All of these things must have made Him take on the 
oarance of ^.n actual criminal. 
Picture if you will, this man who did nothing but good. This man who healed, 
who cleansed, who had compassion, who uras tender enough to weep at the death 
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of a dear friend. L\ is man who did all that He could to show people how God 

I them. He had to sfeHsi withstand the shame, the abuse, the abasement, 
the degradation, not to mention the cruelty of undeserved punishment. And 
then to hear the words from the mouth of b iman leader, "The sentence feasx 
teKSHXBKXSHii is that this man should be taken to a cross." And then to see 
Pilate turn to the guard and s q y, "Go soldier, and prepare the cross." 
We cannot properly fathom all of the suffering and abuse Jesus underwent in 
the short space of 18 hours or so. 

After He went through the mockery by the soldiers in their barracks, He was 
given the burden of the cross be„m of His instrument of death, and made to 
carry it through the streets of Jerusalem on the way to the hill of execution, 
■unable to do so, not because He was a sissy or a 90 pound weakling, 
But bee- i was ' exhausted from all of thi . id so another man- 

named Simon was pressed into service and carried . we are told, 

■ the place , ich is, being interpreted, The 

place of a u] 1. 
is the 
;otha, xxs Hebrew word for skull. It is us;- Ln Matthew i well. 

■ -e uses the Latin word "Calvary," in his Gospel. If you have ever seen 

Z the place called Gordon's Calvary, you can understand why the hill 

wou3nft be called "Skull." It just resembles a skull. 

But in all ofi this we can see that there are some things of significance. 

use of a place resembling a skull for execution stands out v :ally, 

it is a skull? It is the bone that makes up the head of an individual. It 

contains the most wondrous organ of the human body that God created, 

brain. Yet how much in the way of brains was being -.'hen people felt 

threatened by a man whose only : i to show love and compassion. Yet, 

we were to be able to interview any of those who were involved I am sure 

t] • would have defended their position very vehemently. After all, wasn't He 

trying to be like God? But was He? Wasn't it more like He was trying to 

■ them God? 

. - - ■ , head, we think of intelli 3 ence , of learning, and the 



In this is lov , 
love 

, od do loved hi; , 

t to love one 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP - HOLY COMMUNION. - 7:30 
Pre urn e Muatcr "Calvary" Rohney 

"Come Sweet Death" Bach 

♦Processional Hymn T^S "'Yhen I survey the *oNrRous cross" 
*Ascfupt<on - Choral Amen 
•Call to WorshI p 
* Invocation 

"Call to Communion - Page J2 

*Fucharistic Prayer 'Institution 'Agnus Dei 
The Holy Communion (Please retain elements until all 
are served) 
♦Prayer op Thanksgiving 
♦Doxolooy 
Scripture: Mark 15 : '6-39 

Hymn No. I 6U "In the cross or Christ I glory" 
Offering 

q ffeRtory: "Were You There7" Spiritual 
Anthem! *To Calvary" - Rogers - Solo - Howard Bolam 
Sermon: "Piece By Piece - Golgotha* 
Prayer ANr Lorp's Prayer 
♦Hymn No, l6l "Beneath the cross of Jesus" 
'Benediction and. Three Fqlp. Amen 
♦Pcstlude: "Processional from "Cruc*f i * ion" 

Sta I ner 
_ . 'Congregation S T ANniNS ■ - 

T t ^ebb - ■ 1EAC0N8 WILL SERVE CofMUNION AND WILL 
BT« » ' HERS. 



We invite all Christians, regardless o*^ denomination 
to partake of the Lord's supper with ua. Please 
fill out a Communion card so that our Church's recorob 

) will oe accurate, 



#*+ /%#*}* &*r L, A4-C L/S****S {£*,* tecs. 



Tf Visitors desire to receive crefit at their home 
Church, put the name and access of either your Pastor 
or vour Church on the pack of the CARr and It i«ILL oe 



for^arf-ed. 



BEND them a c-*o or pay 



Don't forget our shut-ins and 
the* a visit* 

Mrs. Annetta Snvoer is no"' at Greenville Home for the 
Ageh, 



y£ L t<*f ALA- WftTf. 



One wonpebs why * [WVV that memobialI7es torture, 

PAIN »Nr PEATH 9H0ULP »E CALLEP QoOP FrIpAV, Th E 
ANSWER, OF COURSE, IS THAT THE G«EATeST VALUES D F LIFE 
HO NOT COME OUT OF THE FORTUITOUS A HP THE EABY, PUT 
OUT OF THE HARO ANT THE OFFICULT. CHRISTIANITY IS No 
SWEETLY TEXTUREP FAITH BY WHICH ITS ADHERENTS ABE 
CABnlfr TO THE SKIES ON Ft-0»'ERY BEP6 OF EASE. It !■« 
RIGOROUB FAITH, THE ESSENCE OF WHICH IB FOUNp THROUGH 
SELF-pENIAL ANT SACRIFICE, 

ANP THOSE "HO MEET ITS CHALLENCES -ILL F 1 NP THAT 
GOCP FBIDAV IS SOOP INPEEP, iEOaUSE BEHINO THIS 
iNSCBUTA-LE UNIVERSE, F I L LEP AS IT IS «I» HARPSH I R ANO 
SUFFEBINO, THERE IS A COO" GOP, ONE WHO CARt=, ONE -HO 
LOVES EVERY ONE OF US. THE h„ 3 ,S OF THE GREAT MESSAGE 
OF SOOP FBIPAY |5 THIS! "Gop SO LOVEP THE -DM*. THAT 
HE CAVE HI3 ONLY P.EGOTTCN &3 N , THAT -HOSOEVER n E LIEVETH 
IN HIM BHOULp NOT PERISH, BUT HAVE EVERLASTING LIFE. 

THIB IS PEBHAPS ONE OF THE FO» GREATEST TRUTHS IN 
T*E WHOLE WORLP. D ES P,TE ALL OF THE SUFFERING, STRUGGLE, 
DISAPPOINTMENT ANP SoBRO.' IN LIFE, THERE IB A G O WHO 
CARES, WHO UNPEBSTANPS. Ht ESTEEMS US So HIGHLY THAT 
HE GIVES UB FREEPOM, AND IN THIS FREECTOI « OFTEN HURT 
OURSELVES. BUT THEN He PICKS US UP ANP LOVINGLY SUPPORTS 
US IN OUR PAIN ANP STRUGGLE, 



"iiece Bv i iece — Golgotha!" 
Text: M a rfc 15:22, 

"And they bring Him unto the place Golgotha, which 
is heinR Interpreted, me place or a sku ll. 

Sc^r-cture: Hark 15:16-39 

Last piece puzzle H- Lent shaped like skull 
Golgotha/hill outside Jer/Js final act took place 
spot, of exec ' in 

ill treas ,insurrect ,?c Jews deman Js deth 
Js invest by iianhed,!!!. exam, Herod exam, back 2 Pil 
Jews stir p.eop ask 4 deth 

let Barab go, sc ,turn over soldi 

i look from all this 
I icture what He did '"• how lived 
x il say, ' "is asTitPTip.p that t his ma n t"'':en 2 cross 
'■ 2 soldT~"Gr» T ^'H ier : ■jx'ti',".'^ ..^ <>. ,>nz7TT rm ' 

us in barracks , carry cross, cannot' & jimon 

, .■".,■•■. j T.j-.-cr.' ' 

Gol. Heb for skull/Mt '•. Jn use/:'- Jalvary = Latin 
"11? Gordon Calvary 
It bone of head -of human contain most wondrous orgs 
Yet how much brains used <e peop thretened by man 
do nothing but good? 
If cud ask' peop they defend action, 1 ' Jasn&t e try B 
like G? "nit was HE? tfasn't mor lik try show G? 
..'hen think hed, think of intell & leming 
think abil think things thru 
With evidence 500 peop+discips+women, peop try explai 
away 2M yrs 

■ reason & cannot accpt Js Xp Bcause intellect 
ki'^_..l tell them unbelievable 
.. Ironic Sav world put deth top hill shape lik that 
which listing human from animals 
} IKTKLLECT D2 ! 
Hojj tragic , yet if no tak place sumthin simil had hap 
D . Kennedy this AM breakf, "That if you or I were 
the only sinner in the world, Js Xp wud still hav 
2 B =sacrif 2 redeem us from sin." 

(Illus. Polish Jew, Love of God) in flesh 

On this blkst day hist G crea,wen G suff ,die 4- us , 

do not feel empty, grief , despair Bcause deth Js 
S-. yet had 2 B, Bcause Jn 5:16, God so loved the worlc 
Always sing, 1 tak cross thy shad 4- my abid ol,I 
ask no other 'suhsh than ^ i"sh hj_s face._ Jonten t_2 
1<- ' world f;o by«2 know no nain/loss. oinful self 

™ T ^happ , ";l n ^- r a11 the cro ss. 

MSI 1 AT - . BRING IH2 perspec rHA JS XP B 

US AS, MY SAV . & MY KIE G, MY LOE 
,- IT" - : W . ' ' ' ' 



Shirley & Ralph Charles Link, Nancy Link, Dale with Lianne his wife, Lloyd Link with Karen his wife 

Jessica in front of Ralph C. Link 

Ethan and Alicha in front of R. Dale and Lianne Link (the eldest son & family) 








Ralph C. Link 
153 Keck Road 
Sarver, Pa. 16055 
(412) 352-1103 




Born : 

Married 

Wife: 


April 9, 1929, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

December 15, 1951 
Shirley Margaret Neill 
Born: December 8, 1930, Pittsburgh, Pa. 




Children : 


Ralph Dale Link, born May 11, 1955, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Lloyd Alan Link, born May 28, 1958, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Nancy Lynn Link, born March 15, 1961, Butler, Pa. 


SCHOOLING: 


Graduated from Perry High School, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
June 1947 






Lay Ministry School, Penn West Conference 
Church of Christ, September 1965 to May 


of United 
1969 






Commissioned Lay Minister June 1969 








Lancaster Theological Seminary, Lancaster 
September 1970 


, Pa. , 






Graduated from Lancaster Theological Seminary May 1974 






Ordained to Christian Ministry March 10, 


1974 


PASTORATES 


As Lay Minister: short term, 1 month or 1 
various churches 1965 to 1967 


ess in 






Emlenton Lamartine Charge of United Church 
1967 to 1969 


of Christ 






Short term in various churches 1970 until 
entrance July 1970 


Seminary 






July 1970 to December 1973 Student Pastor 
Charge, New Bloomfield, Duncannon, Pa., 
Conference, United Church of Christ 


at Trinity 
Penn Central 






December 1973 to present, St. Paul's United Church of 
Christ, Butler, Pa., Penn West Conference, United 
Church of Christ 



PERSONAL TESTIMONY 
OF 

Ralph C. Link 



I am the youngest of five children. I was born just prior to 
the onset of the Depression. Our family was very poor. My father 
was an alcoholic and my mother was a very religious person who was 
searching for the Lord. During my childhood she did her best to 
teach me the things of the Lord. Later in life she came to a 
personal relationship with Him. 

I grew up in the Evangelical and Reformed Church where 
salvation by grace alone was not preached nor taught. I knew all 
about Jesus, what He did, how He lived, His miracles, His death 
and resurrection, but I didn't know Him personally. 

My life had many ups and downs and all the while I was 
attending church and striving with my good works to please God. 
At a very low point in my life when we were deeply in debt and my 
wife and three children were all ill, I came to the crossroads. I 
watched a Billy Graham Crusade on television from some distant 
city and the message he preached seemed to be directed right at 
me. I wrestled with making that commitment to Christ, but didn't. 
The next afternoon and evening at work on the 4 to 12 shift I came 
to the conclusion that I needed to make that commitment to Christ. 
It seemed like there was no other choice if life was to have any 
meaning. That night when I came home from work at 1:00 A.M., I 
laid face down on the living room floor and told God that I 
couldn't live my life in my own strength and I accepted the gift 
of salvation from my Savior Jesus Christ. My life has never been 
the same. 

Through several meaningful circumstances I was called by God 
to serve Him in the Christian Ministry and to help spread that 
wonderful message of salvation through the shed blood of Jesus 
Christ. What a wonderful and rewarding time it has been and I 
give Him all the praise for my salvation and the opportunity to 
serve Him. 



STATEMENT OF FAITH 

OF 

Ralph C, Link 



I believe the Bible, both the Old and New Testaments to be 
the inspired inerrant Word of God. I believe the Bible is the 
complete revelation of His will for the salvation of men and it 
is the final authority for the Christian faith and life. 



I believe in one God, who is eternally existent in three 
persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 



I believe in the Diety of the Lord Jesus Christ that He is 
true God and true man. I believe that He was born of the 
Virgin Mary, that He lived in sinless life, that He performed 
the miracles recorded in Scripture, that He died on the cross 
as a sacrifice for our sins, that He bodily arose from the 
dead, that He ascended on high where He is at the right had of 
Almighty God as our intercessor. 



I believe in the Holy Spirit and that He comes and indwells 
each believer at the time of conversion. I believe that He 
lives in each believer to lead, to instruct, and to convict so 
that a believe may live a more godly life. 

I believe that through the shed blood of Jesus Christ and 
through His resurrection, this is the only ground for 
justification and salvation for all who receive Him A Lord and 
Savior and to such as receive Him, they are born of the Holy 
Spirit and become children of God. 



I believe water baptism and the Lord's Supper are 
ordinances of the Church but are not means of salvation. 



I believe in the personal and premillennial and imminent 
coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. 



I believe in the resurrection of the dead, for the believer 
to resurrection of life and joy with the Lord, for the 
unbeliever to resurrection of judgement and everlasting 
punishment . 



